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Nemo of conversation with kichpd'uottelet
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1. On 1? November  ohardottäle4• 	 f the OBS arranged an appoint-
lent with L	 3 attd. held h Otarrereation lltsting'from 505 4:141 6100 -
Pm.

• 2. gotellet Amid that ho, aa well as other correspondents, had
collected material of -their SITIT1 on the Gehlen ,Grganissation opci wished
to . knots in light of the increasing camas in the Llerean press, how	 •
they ehou.ld handle the subject ard if they obtad-check it but-with
Aroorioan authorities. Nottelet asked me what I °Chad tell him of 'they
background of the Gehlen orgaisatoe. rum. jr: Sittelet that I hal
heard well of hue,-that he was undtaiutedly . a reitaanable man and that I-
cottid.ohri.ously tell him nothing, It was established that I ihtd offi-'' ' .
oially given hin an answer of no commanto gesever „ we agreed- to die-
cuss 'various hypotheses -off the nand, • 	 .	 •	 •„

,	 3. The first hvothasifts . I outlined was that he and other able
CorrespOndents, including besides Ameri*, also British ani .Germen;

• had • been 'stumbling over -leads to the
they	

ilaaett- story-for-some-time.- TX- -	 - -
they followed these leads ey evente4.37 would =sae- to a dead end. *en -
the correspondents attempted to geVin touch With reapiiiitable
or leaders. almost no serious papera lied carried this subject through
to a codalusion and most of the oolamentwhad appeared in the morW.nissz.
sationa.1 press. If it were trues as stated, that tht gelatin: tatinitation
was an incipient German intalligeuee organisation surely-'this would be
a matter.of intermit- to and Rotate protest from manf notated, Boise of
these-would normally tie lierictuk.'010,1 British-IBS, Itzahah BItratmt _the	 •BEV, the met Blank and the Brit who-might hi presumed to have -vested

vs interest, accvand (ISAIMI. -The-list-would-be gate ler& i -one
?counted all or the organisations; that eight wish to investigate or

. take an attitude ..upotr such a matter. If fate  wApposition is tratt -that. •
an A.noipient Gordan inteLligenbe organization- has =Late& for now tine •

- - and if none Of -these ..refcy• interested, parties have'complaiMel -and it in-•
quiriea lead to blank odd at all of titan sources, is it not- ir reasonable -
hyptithesis that this matter, if it ifras stated, has Itoasehee or otherbeen
coordinated tath all the interested Patties? ' , If th3.e-hyttottaisin Ia aotug.

:	 is -110t on the :track of:eona a coop .but is .running ihto ffit: matter. that: _
• emcee te have befit- iathei■ •therotighlraoirditiated alaing' the prcrparle	 • •

interested particle.	 •
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b. The second hypothesis is to consider the accusation that this .
organization has been sponsored by the Americana. If we follow this

.eupposition to its loOsel cenclusion we at realize that on the
American side would be involved at the very least the Dereirtnali• of the -
Army, Department of State and Central Intelligence Agency. If these
three departments are 2.nvolved in any matter over a long period of time
it would neem obvious that the coordination between them would . entail a
frequent review of policy and a corresponding review of budget.. Both. .

at.nd budget reviews on a long-existing project afe eannor-VWithih
the American Coverairaint etruoture, if thilTh grientiit---to he trate• enct. •
Americans are involved but the correspondent believes .thare is aomethint	 •
wild or dangerous about the scheme, than he is leaning to the sensationalist
stand that the Americans involved are either knaves who are deliberately
squandering Government money or fools who are having the wool pulled over

•their eyes by the incredibly astute Germans. Te the answer probahly not
• some place in between the Americans are neither knaves nor Poole?	 •

5. The third byPothesis dealt ad.th lir. Hottelet i s expressed fear
that an indepandsat German intelligence organization Wight be a poser -
factor that could get out of hand. I suggested that the bypothesia that
this organization was to be a GIS did not lend itself to Such .e. conclusion.
.If it is to be a central Intelligence service it is obviously coming late
-on -the scene.- Amt Blank has already vested interest in the military field
and the EDT has vested interest in the field of internal 'security. Thia
would seem to insure that the necessary chocks and balances are already
built into the system cm the -German aides The tear-of-eaoh-a -development-
was always possible but the cheeks and balances already existing plus the
hypothesis -that this matter was coordinated node this fear aeon eaminthat
unreasonable.

.6. The next hypothesis concerned what emaments should be lama by
Americans in official positions; mappens, I said, that this organization
might be a future carman service and salvoes it might.presently be supported

• by the Americans. fion/d it not, therefore, semehighly logio.al that no .-
Apirriciel in an 'official positiOn wt.:mid- make any comment upon sorithing . -
that would one day be--an entirely senaan-asetterT Any cent Oven eamier
the present relationships between America mai earmany would 13000611" a
permanent part of the reioord of such an organisation mad would in the long-

. run be neither good for the camases nor the Aurigae. )er. Hottutct •
therefore should expect -to receive only one -answer; usalay, ano orzwentse

7. The .last point discussed was the toudi one'pf the purpose to
be served, if any, by American correspondents - pushing .this etorfe I

• .asked-Bo•Oelet-if-he were ender pressure by his front office to produce
something on this matter and he admitted he had rine/red ne'macda instructions:

'asked him •if he felt he owed it to his public to produi: this story end
. he conceded that he would feel this neoesakty only if it varied the public

• interest.—Fron our previous hypotheses , X nuggeeted that it might be *On.
eluded that the public interest would not be served unless Wen a oompictit

•
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story and that all an inoclaplete story might do would be to stir up
the lunatic fringe, of publtd - Oranion. Dottelet .agreed that on the
basic of the various aesumptione re -1201-4acuaasci , he *Geld- think the
?Atter over peripuely before broadcasting anything on this ,:satt,er. , He
pointed out, however, that the borreepOndents were in -the
position ór being on the track of what smelled like a good and-faeci-
nating story but had no idea haw they should hanile it. r asked tdru
be thought a background briefing of reliable correspondents was one way
to handle this. He said. that it would be valuable for them in circler to
guide their handling of material on this matter which was alasoitt inevitably
cooing into their hands. I told bin r would. iirrestigate the matter f'
whether such an off-the-record briefing Waa• possible. ifs in turn, as a
good correspondent booking for a gawp, auggeuted.that correspondents not .
be iturited to a briefing but any of then who pursued t44a trUbjecV to

.Digggra upper reaches night be given a background briefing. I to.1.4 him I
would inquire into this matter and let him knot sometime in tbs .:tear future
whether any such briefing was possible. 	 •	 •. •	 •	 •

8. I mentioned this conversation with sottelpt to Ifr. Dowling and
he stated that Don Gook of the /iest York !Jerald Tribune had brought up the

•subject with- bin. IV:* Dueling thought that the invent 0r-614ing. n6 • 06161eht-- • - -- •
but ben.n3 willing to thrash out various .bypotheaes and suppoeitiona with.

•certain chosen reporters night be an advisable way to get the leading
correspondents on our side in this natter. Ity only opposition to en-oh

•disoueeione or to briefittp is that I dislike setting A precedent whereby	 :-reporters trill beat their trty • to this office on mutters which e eem to be
in our field. They would take up may hours a week. •
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